
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  
ABOUT SEX OFFENDERS 

 
 

The overwhelming majority of registered sex offenders are compliant with their 
registry obligations.  However, if you have knowledge that a registrant is 
providing false information to the registry, please call the Family Crimes Division 
Sex Offender Registry at 240-773-5400.   

 
 

1.  Are there any restrictions on where a sex offender can live? 
 

The offender may live wherever he or she chooses provided it is not 
subsidized housing and it complies with the judge’s probation order. 

 

2.  Can registered sex offenders enter onto school or daycare property? 

Offenders can only go onto school or daycare property with permission 
from a school administrator.  

 

3.  What is law enforcement doing to keep my community safe from sex 
offenders? 

The Montgomery County Police distribute neighborhood notification flyers 
to alert the community when a convicted sex offender moves into the area.  
The police work closely with the Department of Parole and Probation, the 
school system, community groups and other law enforcement agencies to 
track and monitor registered sex offenders. 

 

4.  Which offenders are required to register and for how long? 

 The category and term of registration are determined by the crime for 
which they are convicted. Maryland has a 3 tier system of increasing 
severity from Tier I to Tier III.  A Tier I offender is required to register for a 
15 year term, a Tier II offender for a 25 year term and a Tier III offender for a 
lifetime term.  

 

5.  What can I do to protect my family? 

Over 90% of all sex crimes are committed by someone known to the victim, 
such as a family member or an acquaintance. It is important to maintain 
open lines of communication between you and your child. Discuss safety 
tips with your children, including tips for staying safe on the internet.  

 

REPORT any suspicious situation to 

Montgomery County Police at 301-279-8000. 


